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"Networking at the Chamber's monthly 

Business After Hours helped expand my 

business," says Jim Cosares...
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January 2006 Business After Hours

  

What's New Home

Chamber's After Hours Event Gets Artistic 

at Tabla Rasa Gallery

 

Story by Harold Egeln 

Surrounded by a lively art exhibit at the Tabla Rasa Gallery near the 

Sunset Park waterfront, the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce's 

Business After Hours (BAH) networkers enjoyed not only the artworks 

but also the art of business-to-business connections. The event held 

on Jan. 12 was the first BAH of 2006. 

TAKE NOTE:

 

Click here

 to register for our Small Business Seminar: 

"Getting Your Financial House In Order." 

"We are planning new programs for the new year," said Brooklyn 

Chamber President Kenneth Adams in his welcome remarks. "We're 

working on a whole new program for workforce development. We're 

making your membership even more effective and maximizing all of 

our programs for your benefit in 2006," Mr. Adams added after noting 

2005 was one of the most active, fruitful years in the  Chamber's 

recent history. 

The BAH event, which was attended by more than 100 Brooklyn 

Chamber Members, other business professionals and civic leaders, 

and was sponsored by Lutheran HealthCare System.  

"I'm so thrilled to have the Chamber event at this gorgeous art gallery 

in our own neighborhood," said Amy Mugavero, Vice President for 

Development, Lutheran Medical Center. "The Chamber is a wonderful 

force in Brooklyn." 

The official ribbon cutting for The Tabla Rasa Gallery took place on 

May 1, 2005. The gallery is located at 224 48th Street, just east of 

Second Avenue, in a two-story building, which functioned as a 

carriage house 100 years ago.  

"Our mission is to welcome people, artists and art-lovers, to our 

gallery," said Audrey Frank-Anastasi, who, with her husband and 

fellow artist Joseph Anastasi, are the gallery's directors. Ms. Anastasi 

told BAH attendees that her experience in "advocacy for the arts and 

love of partnering with nonprofits," set the stage for creating the art 

gallery in the heart of the Sunset Park waterfront district. 

"This is a great place and we're happy to have it here," said Randy 

Peers, Brooklyn Chamber Vice President for Economic Development. 

Mr. Peers was recently appointed Chairman of Community Board 7, 

serving Sunset Park and Windsor Terrace. Mr. Peers stood beside 

Community Board 7's previous Vice Chair Joseph Longobardi, who 

has a long history as a local business leader, and who shared Mr. 

Peer's enthusiasm. 

"We're thrilled about this gallery and happy to have the Chamber 

come here," said Mr. Longobardi. 

The door prize for the evening was the first of a limited edition, giclee 

framed print of "Animals of the Ark" by hostess Ms. Anastasi.  The 

winner was brand new Brooklyn Chamber Member Anna Todaro of 

The Train Station in Bay Ridge.  

"I've been a Member just three days," Ms. Todaro said. "I was 

attracted to the Chamber's networking opportunities, just like this one, 

when I was told by a Chamber Member about the benefits." 

Another new Member, Cheryl Jones-Felton, a Business Development 

Manager for Carnival Cruise Lines was enjoying her second BAH 

event. 

Brooklyn Chamber Ambassador and Historian, Joseph Stile, Lee 

Wayne Corporation, who has been a Member for 57 years, 

entertained the crowd with his traditional BAH Brooklyn history trivia 

question:  "Who occupied the building that Lutheran Medical Center 

now occupies at 150 55th Street at Second Avenue?" The answer: 

American Machine and Foundry. 

The Tabla Rasa Gallery was given a verbal "high-five" by Darryl 

Hollon, Brooklyn Chamber Vice President of Membership, when he 

praised the Anastasis for their "vision and work." Mr. Hollon added, 

"They are pioneers. We're all excited that they have this gallery in 

Sunset Park." 

The Tabla Rasa Gallery is part of the Sunset Park Arts Community 

(SPARC). Gallery hours are 12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m., Fridays and 

Saturdays, during shows. For more information, call 718-833-9100 or 

718-768-0395, or visit the company's Web site at 

http://www.tablarasagallery.com/. 

The event sponsor Lutheran HealthCare System has the latest in 

equipment and skilled medical professionals. They are based at 

Lutheran Medical Center (LMC), and have a series of neighborhood-

based health centers. The LMC network also includes a 24-hour 

Mental Health & Substance Abuse Hotline, Center for Child 

Development and the Augustana Skilled Nursing Facility.  For more 

information, call 718-630-7000, or visit their Web site 

at http://www.lmcmc.com/. 

Food for the BAH event was provided by Banana Leaf, 6814 Fourth 

Ave. and the beverages by SIXPOINT Craft Ales, 40 Van Dyke Street. 

Pictured above:

 Door prizewinner Anna Todaro, The Train Station 

(left) and the evening's host and artist Audrey Frank-Anastasi, Tabla 

Rasa Gallery, with the limited edition, giclee framed print "Animals of 

the Ark." 

To find out how to host or sponsor a Business After Hours event or 

door prize, please contact Keith Carr, Special Events Manager, at 

718-875-1000 ext. 105, or at kcarr@brooklynchamber.com. 
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